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ARTICLES | 


| Viſitation and Inquiry 


CONCERNING 


| Matters Eccleſiaſtical. 


Exhibited to the 


Miniſters, Church-Wa rdens, and Side- men of e· 
very Pariſb, within the Arch - Deaconry of 
WEL —＋ of in the Dioceſs of Bath and Wells 
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The Tuns of the Oathof the Clarch- 
wardens and Side- men. 


70 U ſhall ſwear, That you and every of you 
- ſhall faithfully Execute your ſeveral Offic 


of A and Side-men according to pa 
to the beſt of your Skill and Knowledge. So Help 


Jou God, and the Contents «9 his "0 wah 
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ARTICLES 
_ Viſitation 2 Inquiry | 
Within the 


Arch re of WE L1 L s. 
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2 Chih. Chah le <oith the Orme 
ments and Furniture thereunts belonging. 


1. J Syour Pariſh-Church or Chapel, in good and Can. 8 

ſufficient Repair, both for the Roof, Win 
dows, n and Goats, Bells, Betl-cagennd al other 
neceſſarie? 5 | 
21s there a decent Font of Stone with a "Cover 2 3 
Doth the [Miniſter baptize publickly Only, in the 
Font? Is there a decent Communion-T able to your: 
Chancel, with a decent Carpet, and anothergoveri 
of white Linnen, to be ſpread thereon at the time o 
the Adminiſtration, ofthe Lord's Supper? And . 
yon a fair Chalice, or Communios-Cup, with a 7 — 
and One or more Flaggons ? Have they been: 
phaned by common ie! Or detain d from | 
ſacred Uſes es by any Perſons, and. by hem 2 = 

Ve 


3. Articles of Vijutation 


have you a decent Baſon, to receive the Alms and 
Oblations given at the ſame ? 
3 Have youa convenient, Seat, or Pew, wheel 
s to read Divine Service, a Pulpit witha decent Cloth, 
b> or Cuſhion, a lar Bible of the laſt Tranſlation, 
® and two Books of Common - Prayer, one for the 
Miniſter, the other for the Clerk, lately Publiſhed, 
Anno 166, [the Book of Homilies, ſer forth by Au- 
N „ thority, and a Printed Table of the Degrees Trung 
rat. 99 in Marriages are Prohibited, and a Book of Canons 
and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, and a decent Sur. 
plice, and duly waſh'dat che charge of the Pariſh ? 
8 Have you a Regiſter- Book in Parchment, of 
i Chriſtnings, Burials, and Marriages? And is the ſame 
70 kept in all points according to the Ancient Uſe ? 
"IB 5 Have you a Book for the Charch-warder's Ac. 
: counts? As alſo aCheſt, with Locks and Keys,where- 
in to keep the ſaid Books, and the aforementioned 
Furniture. And Eaftly, ave you a Bier, and a 
black Herſe· cloth, for the Burial of the Dead ? 


vis W'9 


tbe Church-yar 2 I RPA , Glehe h 
— a 2 nj, Fo 


12 your bete han fert fenced 1 de- 


; cem 


cently kept? H Per on encroached up- 

ſame, che any Dot in! it? And how long 
ſince f Have any Trees growing in che Church-yard 
bectrcut down, And by whom And” When? 

2 Is the Houſe of your Parſon, Vicar or Carate and 
ths Ont-hopſes in good Repair? Have any of them 
been defaced or e down without Licence? have 
| 9 thery been any croachments made u pon the ame 2 

PE Or any of the e Marks or Binh, removed or 
| | changed 7 And by whom? 3 Have 
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Articles of Piſtatisn. 4 


3 Have you a true and perfect Terrier of all the 
Glebe Lands, Gardens, Orchards, Tenements, ot Cotta. 
| 24% belonging to your Parſonage, or Vicarage ? As 

0 


alſo a Note of ſuch Penſions, Rate Tithes, and Por- Cin 87 
tions of Tithes, or other yearly Profits, either with- 
in or without your Pariſh, as belongs thereunto. 
4. Have any ofthe Ancient Glehe-Lands, belonp- 
ing to your Parſonage or Vicarage, been taken away 
or Alienated, by Leaſe, Sale, or Exchange, without 
Licence from the Ordinam, and free conſent of the 
anne PS 190% 
Concerning Miniſters. = 1 8 
J you Minifter reſident among you? If not, hath Can. 47. 
he a ſufficient Curate for your Pariſh, in holy Or- +* 
ders, and conformableto the Laws of the Church, or 
does he duly officiate himfelf? 
2 Doth your Miniſter at the Reading of Divine 6 


” 


. = 
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Service, or Adminiſtring the Sacraments wear a Sur- 
plice, Doth he conſtantly (not having reaſonable Im- 
3585 705 Preach one Sermon in your Church, or , 6 
 Chappdevery Sandg, and read Fugger 10 e ONE - 47 
„ Eo Lacy BIR What) | 
3  Doth your Miniſter diligently inſtrnet rhe . 5 
Youth in your Pariſbin the Church. Carechiſis, and Rube. 
prepare them to be confirmed by the Biſhop,  . opt 
4 Doth he neglect or delay to viſit the ſick, or to 
baptize any Infant that js in danger of Dea, doth 2 
he publickly 5 en any without God-ſathers and 5 
God mothers, or admit either of the Parents to be Gog-.. 
athers or God. mot hers to their own Cluldren F 
Hath your Minifter Married any Perſons without 
publiſhing the Banns, on three - Sundays or Holj-days, 17 
unleſs he Had a Licenſe or Diſpenſatios ſo to do 1 2 | 


75 


Articles of Viſuatun. 
hath he married any in private houſes, or not between 
the Hours of Eight and Twelve in the Morning. 

6 Is your Parſon, Vicar, Curate or Lecturer, a Man 
of ſober Life and Converſation ? Or is his carriage 


in any kind diforderly or ſcandalous, and unbeſeem- 


C:n.109 


Rubr. 
Can. 85 


Rub. 6. 


ing a Miniſter? 
= . 

CL. uncerning the Pariſbioners. 
1.]Sthere any Perſon in your Pæiſb, that lyeth un- 

der a common Fame or Suſpicion of Adultery, 
Fornication, or Inceff, ? Are there any Blaſphemers of 
God's Name, and who are tliey ? | 
Expreſt in a Table 2 Are there any Living in your Pa. 
fer forth by Authori- riſh who have been anlawfully ma; yied 
9 an. Pom. 1563 contrary to the Laws of God, the 
Church, and this Realm, and who are the ß? 

3 Are there any that refuſe to contribute to the 

Rates, made for the Repair of your Church or Chappel, 
or any thing thereunto belonging, and who are they ? 
4. Are there any Wills or Teſtaments of Perſons 
dead in your Pariſh, that are yet unproved? Did any 


dying in your Pariſh or elſe Where leave any Legacy 


to your Church or Chappet, or to the uſe of the Poor, 


or any other pious and charitable purpoſes, what were 
choſe Legacies, and how have they been beſtowed ?_ 
ʒ Is there any publick and ſcandalous Strife and 
contention among any of your Pariſh, for their Pewsor 


Seas in your Church, Hath any new Pew been erett- 


cd in your Chancel, or in the Body of your 


Can. 91 


+ Concerning the Pariſh-C 


Church or 
Chappel, without Leave from the Ordinaty, 


uV. 


©. 4 
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lerks.and $ extns. * : 
I Ave you belonging to your Church or Chappel, 
"| a Pariſþ-Clerk ? Is he of honeſt Life and 
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Articles of Vifutatren. 6 

Converſation, and ſufficient and able to perform his 
Duty in Reading, writing and Singing, Is he cho- 
ſen by your Miniſter, and doth he duly attend him 
in all Divine Services at the Charch? )); 

2 Doth he diligently do his Duty in keeping the 
Church clean and decent, in Tolling and Ringing the 
Bells before divine Service, and when any Perſon is 
paſſing out of this Life, doth he upon notice toll a 
Bell, that the Neighbours may N be warned 

to Recommend the dying Perſon to the Grace and 
Favour of God ? AE; NO * 

3 Have you a Sexton in your Pariſh ? 


TI.. 5 
Concerning School- Maſters and Schools. 
1. Oth any Man keep a private School in your 2 77. 
: Pariſh, who is not Licenſed thereunto by 
your. Ordinary? Doth he Teach his Scholars the 
Church-Catechiſm? mm 5 33% 
Concermng Church - Wardens and Side - Men. 


Re the Church-wardens of your Pariſh yearly C. 9. 


and duly Choſen by the joynt Conſent of 
your Miniſter and Pariſhioners? Or one of them by 
the Miniſter, and the other by the Pariſhioners ? 

2. Have the former and laſt Church-wardens gi- 
ven up their Accounts to the Pariſh ? And delivered 
up to the ſucceeding Church-wardens, the Monies 
remaining in their hands, together with the Commu- 
nion- Plate, and all other things belonging to your 
Church or Chappel ? 


3 You are farther to underſtand, that according Nur. 


e Cm - 


to your Office, you are to provide againſt every „ 
| | Com- 
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Articles of Viſnation, 


cemmunbon appointed in your Church or Chappel, 
a fufficient quantity of fine white Bread, and of good 


Wine, according to the Number of Comm unicants. 
4. Lou, the Church-wardens and Side-men, are 


to maintain the Church in ſufficient Repair, which 


is tobe done by a Tax made by the Church- war- 


dens and Pariſh-Overſeers, and publick notice given 


of the time and place where they meet; and thole 


that refuſe, are to be Sued in the Eccleſialtical 


Court only. | 


5 You arealſo to Exhibit a Bill of Preſentments 


to the Court, ofthe Offenders in your Pariſh, and 


therein to take the Aſſiſtance of your Miniſters. 


For kuow ob aſſe uredly, That as the true Diſch ] 
of your Office, is the chief means whereby Publick 225 


ders, Sins, and Offences, in your 4 71 be Refor« 


med and Puniſbed : So if you milfally refuſe to preſent 
ſuch Crimes and Faults, That in ſuch C aſes, the Arch - 
Deacon Soreſaid and hisOfficers,may proceed againſt you 


in their Eccleſiaſtical Courts, as in Caſes of wilfal 
Omiſion and Perjury. x. R a 
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